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Event Report

Event Name: Legal Aid Camp 2024

Date of the Event: 5™ October 2024

Duration of the Event: 10:00 AM to 04:00 P.M.

Venue: Khedbairav, Tal: Igatpuri, Dist: Nashik

Name of the Legal Aid Coordinators: Mr. Ganesh Gadekar, Mr. Paresh Shahane and Ms.
Rakhee Poonawalla, SOL, Sandip University, Nashik.

Objective of the Program:

The primary goal of the Legal Aid Camp held in Khedbairav ,Taluka Igatpuri District Nashik
was to enhance understanding of the legal and social ramifications of online gami:)ling. This
initiative sought to inform the local community about the dangers associated with online
gambling, including addiction, financial ruin, and legal troubles. Online gambling poses
significant risks, particularly for vulnerable populations such as youth, who may be drawn to its
accessibility. The lack of regulation in many areas allows for unmonitored activities, leading to
potential exploitation and financial loss. Additionally, the rise of online platforms has made it
easier for individuals to engage in gambling without fully grasping the consequences.

As the industry continues to grow, there is an urgent need for comprehensive regulations that not
only protect consumers but also promote responsible gaming practices. Addressing these issues is
vital for safeguarding individuals and families from the adverse effects of gambling addiction and

its associated social challenges.
Outline of the Program:
To fulfill the camp's objective, students performed a skit in Marathi, effectively conveying the

risks associated with online gambling in an engaging manner. Pamphlets were also distributed to

attendees, offering crucial information on:



e Laws regulating online gambling
* Identifying and avoiding illegal gambling platforms
* Resources for individuals facing gambling addiction

¢ Helplines and legal aid services for victims of online gambling fraud

This combination of interactive performance and informative materials aimed to empower the
community with essential knowledge, enabling them to make informed decisions and understand
their legal rights regarding online gambling. Furthermore, as online gambling continues to rise,
the need for clear regulations becomes increasingly urgent. Many young individuals are drawn
into this world without understanding the potential consequences, such as addiction and financial
instability. Educational initiatives like this camp are vital in raising awareness and promoting
responsible gaming practices. By fostering a well-informed community, we can mitigate the
adverse effects of online gambling and advocate for stronger legal protections against

exploitation.

Participants:

Around 50 plus students and villagers attended the event representing a diverse demographic that
included young children and elderly men and women. Law students from the School of Law
delivered informative speeches to the villagers and facilitated various activities throughout the
day, all under the supervision of their professors. This engagement not only provided valuable
legal knowledge but also fostered a sense of community. The presence of law students helped
bridge the gap between legal professionals and local residents, making legal concepts more
accessible. Such initiatives are crucial for promoting legal literacy in rural areas, where awareness
of rights and laws is often limited. By empowering communities with knowledge, we can help

them navigate legal challenges effectively and advocate for their rights more confidently.

Outcomes:

Attendees gained a more comprehensive understanding of the legal framework surrounding online
gambling, enabling them to distinguish between legal forms and identify licensed versus illegal
platforms. They learned to recognize and steer clear of illegal online gambling sites, thereby
minimizing their susceptibility to scams and fraud. Notably, 70% of participants reported being
unaware of addiction support services before the camp, with many expressing interest in obtaining

further information to assist others in need.



Pamphlets were distributed to the audience both before and after the skit, ensuring they have easy
access to vital information. These pamphlets acted as a quick reference tool, empowering
individuals to make informed choices and safeguard themselves against online gambling fraud.
Additionally, the event fostered a sense of community awareness about the potential risks of

online gambling, encouraging ongoing dialogue and education on this critical issue.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the legal aid camp on online gambling held at Khedbairav village , Taluka Igatpuri
successfully raised awareness about the legal implications and potential risks associated with
online gambling. Through interactive discussions and informative sessions, participants gained a
better understanding of the laws governing online gambling, as well as the psychological,
financial, and social consequences it can have on individuals and communities. The camp
emphasized the importance of responsible behavior, legal recourse, and community support in
addressing gambling-related issues, ultimately empowering the villagers to make informed

decisions and seek help when necessary.

Place: Nashik
Date: 5/10/2024

Photos of the Programme:
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Nashik, Maharashtra, India
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Legal Aid Co-ordinators:
1. Mr Ganesh Gadekar
2. Mr Paresh Shahane
3. Ms Rakhee Poonawalla
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